
      Please call me Gary.  My wife, Julie and I are 

excited to be at Aldersgate.  We have pastored in 

Littlefield for the past nine years. Aldersgate is my 

sixth appointment in NWTX, spanning 26 years.  

Our family includes three daughters — Jessica 

Rohrbaugh, Emily Bradford and Emilee Boles — and 

Julie’s mother, Margie Carter, and brother, David 

Carter.  

      May I confess one of my shortcomings?  I have 

trouble with change.  Steve Brooks and his family 

have blessed you, and you have touched their lives. I 

know this feeling. But change has come to us all.  (By the way, we could not have made this transition 

without the leadership of Brad Hicks and the SPRC. We should applaud them for their hard work.)       

      There, I have shared one of my shortcomings.  Now, I will share some powerful words of truth: “You 

can’t get there from here.”  If you want to go somewhere, it begins with a small step on a long journey, which 

involves change. 

       When I was a child, my family took a weekly journey to a small Missouri Synod Lutheran church in 

north Houston. My brother, Darren, sat on one side, I on the other, with our sister, Kristy, in the 

middle.  Invariably my brother would start with the long faces, usually making fun of my sister, and she 

would scream.  Then I would shove my brother, forgetting about the arm of death. That’s what we called 

my father’s big right arm.  In situations like these, my father would tap the brakes, let out a sigh and let 

loose the arm of death.  Darren and I would scurry into the floorboard to be out of harms way, curled up 

on the floor, exhausted.   

      The journey of life also can be exhausting.  That’s why some people never even take the journey. 

      But life is what you make of it!  Change happens!  Standing on top of the mountain is exhilarating, 

but you do not get there without experiencing a few cliffs.  Too many people never realize their dreams 

because they never take action. You can’t get there by standing here.   

      The short unspectacular step you take today will bring you one step closer to your dreams 

tomorrow.* 

       Julie and I are looking forward to taking many steps, some unspectacular and some truly spectacular 

as we continue to pursue the mission of raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus here at Aldersgate. 

 

* Words borrowed from Ken Davis in his 2000 book “Lighten up!” 


